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The Accidental Blogger 
With some good timing, an eye for fun and a serious  
love of Austin, Kristy Owen has turned her new year’s  
resolution into one of the city’s most successful blogs.
By Carla Avolio

SAVVY WOMEN  /  AU S T I N  I N N OVAT O R

It was in late 2009 that Kristy Owen made 
a decision that would change the course of 
her life. Looking ahead to the dawn of a new 
decade, she wanted to make a new year’s 
resolution that would fit the magnitude of 
this once-in-10-years event. So she decided 
to find a new activity and commit to doing  
it every single day for the next year. 

“At first, I didn’t know what that thing would 
be,” says Owen, a sunny brunette who moved from 
Houston to Austin to attend college in 2004. “I 
was thinking maybe I could do yoga, or sit-ups  
or push-ups.” 

But none of those ideas stuck. Then one day, 
she had a “eureka” moment. 

“I think I was at the gym when it suddenly  
occurred to me: Even though I love being out in 
Austin, I always go back to the same five places,” 
the 27-year-old says. “But Austin has so many 
great things to do, so to motivate myself to actu-
ally explore all those things, I thought I could find 
something different to do every day for a year.”

And so was born the idea for 365 Things To Do 
in Austin, Owen’s phenomenally successful blog 
that she started on a whim on the first day of the 
new decade. In the four and a half years since, 
Owen has written about a unique activity every 
single day without fail, from visiting a food trailer, 

to checking out an annual event like Blues on the 
Green, to coming up with a list of the top places 
to get a margarita. Her daily posts have become so 
popular that her blog—and accompanying Face-
book, Instagram and Twitter platforms—is gen-
erating enough revenue to support a full-time job 
for herself and part-time jobs for two employees.

“The blog just kind of happened,” insists Owen, 
who says she is as surprised as anyone by her suc-
cess. “When it started, I never thought it would 
become a business. It was just meant to be fun.”

Indeed, Owen’s journey into blogging was only 
vaguely intentional. In 2008, she was nearing the 
end of work on a degree in corporate communica-
tions and searching for a career. 

“I was always someone who didn’t know what  
I wanted to do with my life,” she says. What she 
did know, however, was that she desperately 

wanted to put down roots in the city she had 
fallen in love with. “There was no way I was leav-
ing after college. I was determined to get a 512 
number, to buy a condo and to stay.”

For that, she needed a job. Having seen her 
grandfather achieve success as a 
property developer in California, she 
says real estate seemed like a safe bet. 

“I didn’t have a plan,” she says. 
“That just seemed like the best op-
tion at the time.” 

As a fledgling real estate agent, 
Owen began to think about ways to 
get noticed. 

“People were telling me I should 
blog because it would be good for 
my SEO [search engine optimiza-
tion],” she recalls. “But I didn’t want 
to write about real estate because I 
wasn’t enough of an authority.” 

That’s when she made the connec-
tion between blogging and her new 
year’s resolution.

“There are so many new people moving to 
Austin, so I thought that blogging about things to 
do would be kind of helpful to attract potential 
clients,” she says.

With the help of her sister, she put together a 
list of activities and on Jan. 1, 2010, published her 
first post—a 116-word paragraph on waterside 
stalwart Mozart’s. 

“It was a really simple post,” she laughs. “Basi-
cally I said, ‘Oh, you should go to Mozart’s Coffee.’ ” 

During the next two weeks, things stayed low-
key until a friend suggested she put her blog on 
Facebook. Without thinking too much about it, 
Owen created a page and, before she even had 
time to ask anyone to like it, it had become an 
overnight sensation.

“People were liking the page like crazy,” she 
remembers. “Every time I would refresh the page, 
there would be 100 new likes, 200 new likes, all 
from people I had never met.” 

When asked to explain this phenomenal re-
sponse, Owen suggests it was thanks to Facebook’s 
algorithms before the company went public and 
changed what they include in news feeds. 

“I think it was good timing and a catchy name 
that just stuck,” she says. 

The page received 7,000 likes in seven days, and 
the effect snowballed from there. From Febru-
ary, advertisers started to approach her to feature 
their businesses. At first, Owen declined these of-
fers because she wanted the content to only come 
from her, but she soon warmed to the idea and 
began including a single sponsored post in addi-
tion to her own daily post. 

“I thought, ‘I have so much more fun blogging. 
Why shouldn’t I try to make this into a business?’ ” 
she says.

"I never thought it  
     would become a business.  
          It was just meant to be fun."



Now that she is a full-time blogger, Owen has what many would consider 
a dream job. Every day is spent meeting new people, exploring new activities 
and writing about them, which she does from her downtown home she shares 
with her dog, Bailey. 

“I love that this city has so much going on and so much changing,” she says. 
“There’s no way I could be running this blog if I were living in a small town in 
the middle of nowhere.” 

Owen also credits the “amazingly supportive Austin community” as one of 
the most rewarding aspects about her job. To this day, she has never done any 
marketing except through social media, where she says she is overwhelmed by 
the positive response from followers. (She has 247,000 on Facebook, 36,000 on 
Twitter and 28,000 on Instagram.)

Still, like most people in media, Owen has faced her share of criticism. 
“There will always be haters,” she admits. “At the beginning, I would take 

negative feedback so personally. But now I’ve learned that with an audience 
this size, you really can’t please everyone. I try to focus on the good and the 
positive feedback.”

Recently, things have been nothing but positive for Owen. In May, she 
launched a new and improved website, which has been unanimously praised, 
and in June, she released her first book, 100 Things to Do in Austin Before You 
Die. Owen admits that completing these projects means she has crossed off 
two of her biggest goals, but that doesn’t mean this journey is done. 

“I just want to keep making this blog the best it can be,” she says. “I don’t 
know what I’d be doing if this wasn’t going on. Right now, I can’t think of any-
thing else that would make me this happy.”

KRISTY’S TOP FIVE THINGS TO DO IN AUSTIN

1. Baylor Street Art Wall
One of the city’s largest  
graffiti walls, this is one  
of my favorite places. Every-
thing about it captures what  
I love so much about Austin.

2. Eating Out
I love food, so next on my list would be trying new restaurants. 
I really enjoy dining out on the Eastside and Rainey Street.

3. Barton Springs Pool
Let’s face it, during Austin’s hot summer days, there’s no 
quicker way to cool off than jumping in that 70-degree 
spring water. It’s particularly great during the week when 
there are fewer people.

4. Playing Golf
Even though I don’t write about it on my blog, golf is a hobby 
and one of my favorite things to do. The city offers great cours-
es at reasonable rates. I love Roy Kizer and Morris Williams. 

5. 360 Bridge Overlook
With amazing panoramic views of 
Austin, this is the perfect place to 
catch a sunset over our fine city.
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2438 W. Anderson Ln & Burnet Rd
Austin, Tx 78757  512.467.7676   800.677.1023

M-F: 10-7   Sat: 10-6  Sun: 1-5 

In West Anderson Plaza

FREE PRINTS &
2-HR BASIC

PHOTOGRAPHY CLASS
WITH ANY NEW CAMERA 

PURCHASE

CLASSES

Shoot an entire Round Rock 
Express game from the press well 

right next to the dugout! 

Register at
precision-camera.com/canonexpress

For more classes, visit
precision-camera.com/classes

Speedlights for Studio Portraits .....................July 8
Smart Photos with Smart Phones ................ July 13 
Adobe Lightroom ......................................... July 15
Creative Photography Secrets ..................... July 19 
Canon EOS Rebel Class................................July  22
Adobe Photoshop 101 ................................. July 28 

ɿ 16 Megapixel, 4x Zoom
ɿ Full 1080P HD Video
ɿ Robust Construction and Design
ɿ Shutter Priority Mode
ɿ Waterproof, Shockproof, Crushproof, 
 Coldproof, Dustproof

WG Holder
not included.

PHOTO LAB RENTALS REPAIRS
ɿ Canvas, Metal, Poster Prints
ɿ Custom Photo Books
ɿ Video Transfers To DVD

ɿ Cameras, Lenses, Flashes
ɿ Studio Lighting & Grip
ɿ Studio/Event Space

ɿ LCD Replacement
ɿ Sensor Cleanings
ɿ Film Cameras & Lenses

 Valid thru 7/31/14

$27999Reg. $32999

Sale Price:
While supplies last. Prices subject to change without notice. 

Not responsible for typographical errors. 


