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RANCH

NEIGHBORHOOD: SPICEWOOD / ARCHITECT: FURMAN + KEIL ARCHITECTS
INTERIOR DESIGN: MARK ASHBY DESIGN / SQUARE FEET: 4,100 (MAIN HOUSE), 1,000 (GUESTHOUSE) / BEDROOMS: 3

A Ranch Reimagined

Innovation on a Spicewood property provides a fresh spin on the classic ranch
BY CARLA AVOLIO

hat would a rancher do?
It’s not quite the principle
you’d expect to be behind a
home boasting a swimming
pool, marble countertops, smooth-as-silk
cabinetry and acres of glass framing near
panoramic views. But that’s precisely the
question Gary Furman asked himself as he
was designing the limestone house that sits
perched atop a knoll in Spicewood.
“We were trying to capture the decisionmaking process of a rancher,” says Furman,
the principal of Furman + Keil Architects. “And
that’s doing the most straightforward thing
with a material that makes the most sense.”
While this ethos is evident throughout the
home (comprising a three-bedroom main
house and a guesthouse)—from the exposedbeam ceilings to the use of steel siding (instead
of wood)—the design is as notable for its
non-ranch qualities. Furman’s brief from
the clients, whose property includes cattle,
dogs and vegetable gardens, was to build a
home that “had the feel of a ranch, but was also
fresh,” he says. “This gave us more freedom to
open things up and to be at times innovative.”
And innovate he did. In the open living-dining space, Furman plays delightfully with one’s
sense of scale by making the kitchen its own
small “building.” Another major deviation from
tradition is in the expansive windows—many
of which wrap seamlessly around corners of
rooms—designed to capture the spectacular
views offered by the 915-foot elevation.
Honoring the home’s place in the land is a
constant in the design. The screened sleeping
porch, for example, is a place to enjoy gentle
breezes and the soothing sounds of insects
on balmy nights. And the glass-walled vestibules, which connect the home’s separate
limestone buildings, are designed to evoke the
feeling of stepping out into the landscape as
one journeys through the dwelling.
The countryside aesthetic also came into
play in the home’s interiors, designed by Mark
Ashby. “The color palette was inspired by what
we saw outside, and the furniture was chosen
to get better with age,” he says, “like suede,
leathers and natural linens that patina over
time.” In the living room, what appears to be
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While the exposedbeam ceiling in the open
living-dining space
(above) is a nod to the
classic ranch, the design
departs from tradition
in the kitchen (below),
which is housed in its
own small “building.”
Windows all around
allow for spectacular
Hill Country views.
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Want a kitchen that makes
you feel really good inside?
Start with our handmade
ceramic tiles from Clayhaus
—wonderfully inventive
colors, patterns, and textures to
make any kitchen, bath, or utility room
standup and get noticed.
For tile, flooring, cabinets,
countertops, non-toxic
paints, and lots more, you’ll find plenty to make
you smile at House+Earth.

1214 West 6th St. (next to Julian Gold’s) Austin, Texas 78703
512-300-0484 www.houseandearth.com
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RANCH

The limestone exterior

of the house (top and
an unassuming khaki sofa is in fact made
middle) has the look
of butter-soft suede. By the limestone fireof a traditional ranch.
Meanwhile the palette
place, antique French club chairs beckon
of the interior, chosen
on cold winter nights. “The furniture
by Ashby, is inspired by
doesn’t shout out as anything special,
the house’s countryside
location. Furniture is
but when you sit on it, you know that it is.”
intentionally subtle but
Even with these creature comforts,
designed to get better
the project is marked by an undeniable
with age.
pragmatism, and there’s no finer example of this than the home’s pièce de résistance: an eight-kennel
dog run. “This is everybody’s favorite building,” says Furman
of the simple pavilion that is little more than a roof held up by
galvanized steel pipes.
It’s a surprising choice, but the architect explains: “Often
the most elegant buildings on ranches are the ones for animals
because they don’t have the baggage of stereo systems, electricity or air-conditioning. They are just a bare-bones expression of
structure, which, at the end of the day, is exactly what we want
as architects.” And, it seems, ranchers too.
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Handcrafted Tile to Make
Any Kitchen Smile
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