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Designing Women
Having found common ground as female
entrepreneurs, a homeowner and interior designer
combine their creative forces to great effect
BY CARLA AVOLIO

aria Orozova is nothing if not
visual. The founder and creative
director of The MOD Studio has
been the creative force behind
print and web design for big-name brands
such as the Four Seasons Residences and
job search giant Indeed. But the marketing
impresario knows exactly where her skills lie.
“I’m more of a 2-D person,” she says.
So when Orozova and her husband, Scott
Thomas, the president of revenue growth agency
Intelechy Group, bought a house in the Mount
Bonnell Shores section of Austin that was almost
three times the size of their Hyde Park bungalow, she didn’t hesitate to call interior designer
Lenore Callahan to help with that final, third

M

dimension. “Lenore and I first met as friends,
and we just clicked, both being women who own
businesses,” says Orozova, “But I always wanted
to collaborate with her on a home because I knew
we’d work so well together.”
That time came in 2013 when Orozova
showed Callahan the empty 3,350-square-foot
property. The task was to turn this light-filled
space into a home that was a sanctuary from
the jingle-jangle of the office and an elegant
venue for entertaining. But first, Callahan
had a little detective work to do. “When Maria
came to me, the first thing she said was, ‘I like
everything!’” Callahan recalls. “So we really
worked on deciphering her style to pull out
what she really loves.”

As it turned out, Orozova had a particular
fondness for monochrome, sparkling metallics and hints of fur. She also possessed a
treasure trove of keepsakes collected from
travels around the globe. “What Maria
brought to the table was her creative self,”
Callahan says. “She has great art and accessories that we could incorporate into the space
to really warm things up.”
To blend these disparate inspirations into a
high-impact home, Callahan began what she
calls a “layering” process, starting with neutralhued furniture chosen as much for looks as
functionality. The cozy gray living room sofa
is embellished with two chrome tray tables,
turning a night in front of the television into
resort-level relaxation. And a 10-seat oak dining
table is custom-built so that it flawlessly fits
the relatively small dining room while accommodating Orozova’s entire family for dinner.
The pair then ratcheted up the glam factor with statement pieces—from a shagreen
circular coffee table to a vintage gilded bar
cart beneath an eye-catching wall of graphic
art. A regal black-and-white domed chair provides drop-dead sophistication to the home’s
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Your Austin area source for fabulous fabrics
and trims, custom window treatments,
upholstery, and custom bedding.
Orozova (above) and
Callahan chose neutral
colors for the furniture,
such as the sofa in the
living room (left) and
the bed in the master
bedroom. They then
upped the glam factor
with eye-catching
wallpaper, side tables
and ottomans, among
other pieces.

“library.” An extension of the living room,
the library is where Orozova can retreat
for an afternoon tea or a late night tipple
with Thomas.
For Orozova, the collaboration has
proven to be successful beyond her wildest dreams. “Every room does something
different for me,” she says. “The home
serves every purpose I can think of.” It’s
happy proof that two creative minds are
better than one.
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