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A Family Affair 
With a little help from 
his talented wife and 
children, architect 
Juan Miró transforms 
a modest house into a 
loving home tailored 
perfectly to his family

By Carla Avolio
Photography by

Paul Finkel
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A  F R O N T  YA R D  C A N  F U L F I L L  M A N Y  F U N C T I O N S  F O R  A  H O M E .  
It can be a place for neighbors to engage in cordial conversation, 
an object of horticultural beauty or a source of pride for lawn 
enthusiasts. Rarely, though, are any of these functions particu-
larly practical. And nobody knows this better than architect Juan 
Miró. “The American front yard is the biggest waste of space in the 
history of mankind,” says Miró, who—with his wife, Rosa Rivera, 
and brother-in-law, Miguel Rivera—runs the acclaimed firm Miró 
Rivera Architects. “They might be huge spaces, but people hardly 
ever spend time there, so they are pretty much useless.” 

Almost 20 years ago, Miró and his wife found themselves with a 
particularly compelling example of this thesis. Having fallen in love 
with a kid-friendly neighborhood between West Lake Hills and Roll-
ingwood called Westwood, they purchased a home with a classic case 

of front-yard wastage. Mostly ungroomed, the yard was dominated 
by an uninspiring driveway, which traveled in a huge curve from the 
street to the house. What attracted Miró, however, was the single-
story house itself. “It had clearly been designed by an architect,” says 
the AIA Fellow, who—having followed in his father’s professional 
footsteps—has a gene-deep appreciation of these matters. “It had 
very good bones, sections and quality of light.”

This meant that cosmetic improvements could be done quickly, like 
turning the dark wooden walls into a pure white backdrop for the fam-
ily’s collection of stunning artwork, including a mammoth multicolored 
triptych painted by Miró’s sister and a muscular abstract sculpture by 
famed Spanish artist Paco Barón. Floors were paved with nougat-colored 
Crema Marfil inside and out for seamless continuity, while huge hori-
zontal windows were installed to bring in cooling views of the garden. 

PREVIOUS SPREAD

A front yard that once 
had a winding driveway 
now features a relaxing 

pool and walkway. 
  THIS SPREAD 

The museum-white 
walls offer a perfect 

backdrop for the 
family’s colorful pieces 

of art, including a 
triptych painted by 

Miró’s sister.
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For more structural changes, however, the couple 
decided to take a long-range strategy, remodeling rooms 
as schedules and budget allowed. “We did it the slow 
and painful way,” Rivera says, “the way lots of families 
do it: little by little over decades.” She stresses that they 
never once considered demolishing the 3,000-square-foot 
structure and rebuilding. “We liked the size of the house 
and its distribution, so we only made the small changes 
that our family needed.”

Reconfiguring the front yard was an obvious change. The first 
thing Miró did was to move the garage. “The view from the front of 
the house was of cars,” says the Barcelona-born, Madrid-raised archi-
tect, “and who wants to look at that?” Making use of the wide lot, he 
built a separate carport at one end of the yard, which is unusual by 
American standards, but it works. “We have to walk a bit to the front 
door, but there are maybe two days a year where you get home and 
it’s pouring.” The original garage was converted into a multipurpose 
room with sliding doors, so the couple’s children—Diego (now 15) and 
Daniela (12)—can spill out into the garden. “This has been the best 
room for the kids growing up,” he says.

The next leap came from Miró’s design-savvy wife and son. Rivera, 
who is originally from Puerto Rico, was unaccustomed to front yards 
that are completely open to the street, so the couple enclosed the por-
tion directly in front of the house. Exploiting this new privacy, Diego 
conjured up a plan for a linear pool dotted with stone pavers across 
it so that people could walk from the garage, across the pool, to the 
front door. As unconventional as it might be, placing the pool in the 
front yard has revolutionized its use. “Unlike pools in backyards, we 
use this all year,” Miró says. “It’s a water feature that we walk past 
and enjoy every day.”

Miró enclosed the front 
yard (above) , and that 
led to Diego’s idea of 
creating a pool in the 
newly created private 
space (opposite page). 
Stone pavers allow 
the family to walk 
from the garage to the 
front door.

“Unlike pools 
in backyards, 

we use this 
all year. It’s a 

water feature 
that we walk 

past and enjoy 
every day.”

JUAN MIRÓ
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Inside, Miró continued this approach of 
whipping flabby, languishing square footage 
into high-performance space. The master 
bedroom, which he says was “unnecessarily 
big,” is a case in point. After converting the 
immense walk-in wardrobe into much-needed 
kitchen square footage (“I always say that Rosa 
was very brave to give up her closet,” he jokes) 
he stole wasted bedroom space to accom-
modate a new walk-in. Today, the master is 
the perfect size for sleeping and gazing out at 
the peaceful courtyard where a single Jorge 
Yázpik sculpture holds pride of place. “Now, 
the room does what it’s supposed to,” he says.

Nowhere is this bespoke design more 
evident that in the impeccable kitchen—a 
minimalist haven of white, grid-based cabinets 
and neat-as-a-pin Silestone countertops. Here, 
it was Rivera who called the shots. “When 
designing this kitchen, I sat down and took 
an inventory of everything we use and made 
sure there was a place to store it,” she says. 
“Because if it doesn’t have a place, it’s going 
to end up on the kitchen bench.” Every item—
from the dish drying rack to power outlets 
to Miró’s endless supply of pencils—has a 
thoughtful home behind the kitchen’s sleek 
facade. “We believe that architecture can fos-
ter your family values,” says Rivera. “If there 
is a place for everything, there is a sense of 
calm, a feeling of order and things working.”

The rest of the house is just as tailored to 
the family’s needs. The highly social clan has 
abundant space in which to entertain. The 
dining room can easily fit 20 friends, while 
the backyard, planted with Asian jasmine 
and dotted with sculptures, can be used for 
alfresco dining year-round thanks to a Corten 
steel fireplace. Rivera, a self-confessed biblio-
phile, has a library overlooking the pool where 
floor-to-ceiling custom shelves hold her trea-
sured books. Even the dog, Pepe, has his own 
nooks from where he can patrol the house. 

For Miró—an architect whose portfolio 
includes more than 70 awards—one location 
in the house fills him with the greatest profes-
sional pride: Daniela’s bedroom. “My daughter 
was my toughest client,” he says of the process 
designing the chic room, which features a cus-
tom desk and a comfy, window-side daybed 
for reading. “She sat down with me and drew 
everything exactly as she wanted it. She was 
very demanding, but in the end extremely 
rewarding to work with.” The Miró family 
legacy, it seems, is in good hands. 

The dining area (left) 
can comfortably fit 20 
people, but Daniela’s 
bedroom (below) is the 
space that gives Miró 
the most satisfaction 
since it had the most 
demanding client of 
them all.

The renovation project 
removed some space 

from the closet in the 
master bedroom (right) 

and used it to expand 
the kitchen (above).


